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EVERAL UINITS within to Marmaris and during
Sthe Turkish Land Forces the attack; they trieq
Command, also known as refueling in Bodrum Imsik
the Turkish Army, were involved and Dalaman airports.
in the attempted military coup The Cougar and Black Hawk
on July 15/16. While Turkish Air helicopters deployed Special
Force F-186s flying from Ankara- Forces supparting the coup
Akincl and Diyvarbakir, as well attermnpt, to a hotel where
as KC-135s based at Incirlik, President Recep Tayyip
were heavily involved, the Erdogan was staying at the
coup plotters also used Army time of the coup attempt.
Aviation Command helicopters. The plotters deployed large
AH-1 Cobra helicopters based numbers of troops and
at Ankara-Glvercinlik, as well heavy armour in Istanbul and
as Black Hawks, Hueys and Turkey's capital, Ankara -
Cougars attacked several where Turkish Air Force F-16s
military and political targets executed show-of-force flights u
- including the Parllamentary and strafed the cities at low
Palace, the headquarters of the leve| with full afterburners
Turkish Mational Intelligence deployed. Some even dropped
Crganisation (MIT), satellite bombs on key government
operator Turksat in Galbasi and buildings in broad daylight.
a number of police facilities After only a few hours it was
such as the Special Operations clear the plotters did not have
Command at Ankara-Golbasi. the anticipated support for
Some arrived from Samamdira/  the coup, and forces loyal to
Istanbul carrying Special Forces President Erdogan took back
troops and joined with others control of the situation before

from Gaziemnir/lzrir at
Cigli airbase where
some Combat
Search and

dawn - heavily supported

é,;:mﬂ N.;.ﬂ,. by civilians who went

4&, to the sireets when

he asked them Lo.

Rescue troops . 111 Ijﬁﬂ A= Within hours,
boarded. ' ﬁ*‘ *_v_,, <l aimost 3,000
They flew s L ol military personnel @
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But What Now?

Weeks before July's attempted coup in
Turkey, Marco Dijkshoorn and Dirk Jan
de Ridder visited the Guvercinlik-based
Army Aviation School, gaining exclusive
access to the facility for an overview of
Turkish Army Aviation Command.
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A short history of Turkish Army

Aviation =

FHE BARA Urdusn
{opon havaaoiligl
or Army Artillery
AR IO Seclion
was formed n
148 wihien officeis
from artillers . N
PEENTIC s Were Seil -
o vhe Tk Hava Koo
(THEK), or Turkish Aeronautical
A ssociation. for flyving training

Ihe THE 153 civilian
BEEANEAtion s&t up il L)) 5
by Tuikeyv's Hrst presidernd
Mistara Keinl Ararii'k, to
Proinote INTErese i1 -avration
and it 5 still yery acine fodas
[nitally the Topow Okulu Hava
Grubu, or Artiltery School Au
Group; operated trom Polath
bt i A 95E the Army Aviation
Headguarters and Flying School
el tocAnkaras former oivil
irfield, Ankaca-Givercinlik A
vear larer the 1'|'..'I"._'.:'-, Sehood was
renamed the Ears: Havacilil
Okuly, or Army Flying School

he aviation coniponent
:'ll""-'illll':' ’I'll'l'."il"-I:I_.'-lk'- LEVIPOC L
i (o 2003 Turkish Ay

I

Aviatron Comrmrand went |.r|I::'1l"-'|l

a drasric ré N FA i Satiom., i RIS
the starus of an independent
command reporting directlv to
P B

Four Aar Begnments (Have
Alav) werne crearsd at Ankara
irivercinlik, Malatva Tilga
lrrnr- Geapennt aned: 1stan bl
Samandira The Army

Wit ion Command. also utilises
subordinate units that operat:

from satellite locations
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Recruiting
new pilots

Mo fstain the Armh
AV oA o ili.‘llll:ﬂlli

new solidiers ary

rectuited constantly
With-a high
aperational rempao in
lwkey, theres o constant

need o dgualified and certifieel
pilots, not ondy i the-Arnw pul
so fromcother-aic-anns that
rain with it

Each yvear 300 to 400 recruits
Apply fon a pllor posinion m the
LAt ki e |:"I'!1:b“_ sl e fix]
rocthe Fuor Selechion Svstem
(PSS}, an average of only 140
start basic flving training. The
nuunher is dere .ml.m] nof only
|"'r e onfcome of the PSS bol

so Because the Army Aviation

Cohonl s alwavs operatine at full

flizht capacity to meet the Army'’s

meeds with Guvertoimbik tnahle
fo hiost any more thghrs
Betore recruiis are allowed

foenrol i any of the Schicol's

classes they hrst hiave to graduate

from the Army Collese, where
they undergo tests in Hight
stimtbakors fo.determine then
piloting skills —the PSS having
selected the candidates who G
erral, but without advising an
wihich careers they should prrsue
A1 students have to follow
the same basie framing vourse,

wirich fist mvolves tiving the

friced - wing Cessna T182T as well
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Toreducesomeofthe He added: "Kogoplu Group was
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has been constructed, parallel
1o the current one used by

the civilian airport. As part of
the $150m project, Kogoglu is
undertaking the construction
of the Army Aviation Command
headquarters building, three
hangars (for helicopters and
fixed-wing aircraft), four helipads,
two runways, a maintenance
centre and other educational
buildings and dormitories.

The building project is in full swing
and is expected to be completed
this year. That's the plan, but
the current political situation
might well push the date back.

Cnly the Army Aviation School
will move to Isparta. All ather
operational units at GUvercinlik,
including their helicopters and
fixed-wing aircraft, plus the
landarma (Turkish Gendarmerie
force) helicopter command,
will remain at the base -
where, because most of the
flying has been by the Aviation
Schaool, its move will reduce
environmental pressure.

Taking account of lessons
learned at Guvercinlik, a
number of changes have been
incorporated in the construction
of the airfield layout at Isparta. It
will have more helicopter landing
pads, enabling more concurrent
traning flights, and also has two
auto-rotation panels, only one
being available at Guvercinlik.

The move to Isparta means

‘Free ploy’ duri W Jow
flying pass brﬁm -1P._Alrcrews
have an epportunity to demonstrate.
such skiliswhen the Army Avigtion
School completes its training sortie

remaents, despite the airfields
ﬂwﬁmﬁ 1o the efty centre.

way o make the move a reality.

“Ankara and the surrounding
areas are not ideal for nap-
of-the-earth (NOE) low-level
flying whereby geographical
features are used as cover,”
said Brigadier-General Unsal
Coskun, the highest-ranking
officer at Guvercinlik.

hired as the prime contractor for
the redevelopment and to build
the new infrastructure at Isparta
Suleyman Demirel Airport. Our
mave to Isparta will bring a lot
of possibilities for tactical flying
training like NOE and night-
vision goggle (NVG) training in
a far less light-polluted area.”
Currently the small aerodrome
at Temeli, 25 miles (40km)
southwest of Ankara, is used
for NOE and NVG training, but the Army Aviation School will
once the S5chool has moved to be able to host and train more
Isparta, FOBs that serve specific Above: On the night of july 15, AH-1s played a significant part in the coup- students, although the number
purposes will be used and, if attempt. They attacked numerous government buildings including the of aircraft at the School's

5 1o ey National Intelligence Agency headguarters in Ankara, Below: Two AH-1Ps fly i 1 -
NECRISARY, BUIT frony seratch, In a loose formation as they transit to a locol training area. The Cobra in the disposal vill skay 1he sarre.

Since the start of the building foreground wears a new camoufiage scheme that is slowly being introduced Meanwhile, given the new
process in 2012, a new runway across the attack helicopter fleet. and more diverse training

environment Isparta provides,
the flight training syllabus will
be changed to include flights
avet the sea and tactical
flying as part of the Basic
Rotor Wing Pilot Course,

And, so that it doesn't interfere
with civil aviation traffic using
the adjacent Suleyman Demirel
alrport, the Army Awviation School
will have its own Controlled Traffic
Region (CTR), with a dedicated
control tower overlooking the
helipads and the runway.

Although more are needed,
there are already two FOBs
in the vicinity of Isparta -
Cardak, a Turkish &ir Force
reserve base 38 miles (60km)
to the east of Isparta; and
another further afield.

Some 156 miles (250km)
southwest of Isparta is Bodrumo
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(Agusta-)Bell 206R

Jet Ranger

Twenty AB2Z06B-3 training
helicopters ordered in 1996 were
later upgraded, receiving the local
AB206R designation. In 1998, 13
refurbished Jandarma AB206Rs
were taken on charge by the Army
Aviation School to supplement the
existing fleet.

The Jet Rangers are the primary
helicoprer aining platform, and
all students start their basic rotary
course on the type.

Bell (T)AH-1P Cobra,
AH-1W Super Cobra

The first dedicated attack
helicopters to be delivered 1o
Turkey were ten new AH-1W
Super Cobras, which arrived
between 1990 and 1994 under
a LIS Foreign Military Sales
programme. Owing to delayed
operational capabilities of the
T1294, the Government decided
to request three ex-US Marine
Corps AH-1Ws to augment the
then serviceable fleet of six Super
Cobras, They armmved in 2012,

The T129A ATAKs will reploce the
AH-1P assault helicopters. The
T1294s are currently flying combat
operations against the PKK in the.
southeastern province of Siirt and in
the Hakkari and Van regions.

Hans Ralink
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Above: The Army Aviation School operates the AB206R Jet Ronger in the pilot training rofe. It's the first helicopter that
students will fly before, if successful, moving on to types such as the Huey and Cougar.

In the meantime, Turkey sought
more attack helicopters and
training platforms, gradually
acquiring 30 surplus US Army
AH-15, AH-1P and TAH-1P Cobra
trainers. They arrived in four
batches supplied under FMS
seven AH-1Ps on June 3, 1993;
seven more AH-1Ps on August
16, 1993; 12 AH-13s on March 5,
1995: and four TAH-1P training
platforms on March 29, 1995,

The Cobra fleet later went
through an upgrade programme
supported by Israeli Aircraft
Industiies, receiving improved
weaponry, navigation and self
defence systems. More recently,
ASELSAN firted the Cobra and
Super Cobra fleets with a self-
defence suite consisting of the
EADS Missile Launch Detection
System (MILDS) produced under
licence by ASELSAN as well as

chaff and flare dispensers. The AH-
1Ps are to be replaced by the T129.

Bell UH-1H and Agusta-
Bell 205 Iroqueis
The Turkish Aty took on 70
[talian-buile Agusta-Bell 205
Huey helicopters between 1968
and 1985. From 1982 onwards,
the US started delivering ex-US
Army Bell UH-1H Hueys and by
1986 some 100 were on charge,
of which 60 were newly built kirts
locally assembled by the 901st
Hava Araclari Ana Depo ve Fabrika
Komutanhg ar Ankara Giivercinlik.
The Hueys underwent the HeliMaod
I and HeliMod [l prograinmes,
when they received avionic and
communication systems upgrades
and more powerful engines.

“The T129isverydifferent from the A129 Mangusta. [It] is a third-generation attaock
helicopter, andits electro-optical systems and diverse armament package provide unique
capabilities which require many different skills from the pilots.”

Under HeliMod [, they were given
the EADS/ASELSAN MILDS self
defence system and the ASELSAN
OZISIK Countermeasure Dispensing
System/Chaff and Flare Decoy
(CMDS/CFD),

Boeing CH-47F Chinook
In December 2009, the SSM
requested the Foreign Military Sale
of 14 CH-47F Chinooks, tour ot
which will be equipped for combar
search and rescue {CSAR) and
special operations. The contract for
the delivery of the first six aircraft
whas signed in 2013.

The $3.4 billion muln-vear deal
was followed by a $131m order
signed in Seprember 2015, taking
the total acquisition to date to 11.

A first group of 20 pilots framed at
Fort Rucker, Alabama, and eraduated
in mid-2016. The first five helicopters
are expected to be absorbed by the
Aviuy Aviation Commimand. Five
will be in a special operations
configuration, operated by Ozel Hava
Grup (Special Air Group Command),
and one will be operared for the
Genellkurmay {(General Staff) in the
VIP transport role.

The first three CH-47Fs arrived
on July 14 at Izmar, Turkey, after
being test flown at Summit Airport
in Middletown, Delaware, They
are painted in a recently adopted
green;/sand/black colour scheme,

Eurocopter AS532UL
Cougar / Airbus
Helicopters H215M
Twenty Eurocopter-produced
AS53ZUL Cougar medium-lifr
helicopters have been delivered
to the Turkish Army since 1996

\
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Command moves to Isparta, such training opportunities will be undertaken far more regularly for aircrews.,

under the Phoenix T programine,
the $225m contract for which
was signed in 1993, Four vears
later, Turkish Aerospace Industries
signed the Phoenix I contract with
Eurccopter for the joint production
of 30 AS532 Cougars, of which the
Turkish Army has received ren.
The consortium between TUSAS
Aerospace Industries Inc and
Eurocopter, known as EUROTAL
completed deliveries of the ten
{some of which were in SAR and
ambulance configuration) by 2003,
Under the HeliMod | and HeliMod
Il programmes, the Cougars have
had avienics, self-defence and
cormmunication systems upgracdes.

Sikorsky S-70A-28D
Black Hawk
In December 1998, the S5M signed

a direct-sale contract with Sikorsky
for 52 Black Hawk helicopters - 22
in the analogue S-70A-28A version
and 30 (to tollow from 2000) in the
5-70A-28D digital configuration.
The Army received its first ones

in 1999, some of which were
delivered ro the Special Forces.,

Under Project Yarasa (Bat),
signed in mid-2002, all analogue
helicopters were upgraded to -28D
standard by TAT and ASELSAN.
Five D-models were converted to
CSAR standard and are designated
S-70A-28DSAR. Each Aviation
Regiment has a SAR Flight with
one 5-70-28D58AR on quick reaction
alert around the clock,

Under the HeliMod programme,

a number of Army and Jandarma
Black Hawks have been upgraded
and fitted with the ASELSAN HEWS
svstem, a locally developed. fully
integrated electromic warfare self
protection suite,

It comprises a radar warning
receiver (RWR), missile warning
system (MWS) and laser warning
receiver (LWR) as well as
countermeasures sub-systems
including radio frequency (RF)
jamming equipment, chaff/flare
dispensers and infra-red (IR)
countermeasures,

TAl/AgustaWestland
T129A/B ATAK

In September 2007, the 55M
announced an order for 50 T129
ATAK armed reconnaissance
helicopters to be built by a
consortium of Turkish Aerospace
Industries and AgustaWestland
(now Leonarde - Helicopter
Division).

An option for 41 more
helicopters was taken up in
the contract but the Army had
an almost Instant requirement
for them and decided to order
nine slightly less capable Erken
Duhul Helikopteri (EDH or
Early Delivery Helicopters) in
November 2010, These were
designated T129As and are pan
of the option package, leaving
the order for the advanced
T129B version at 50.

The EDH variant is armed
with a 20mnt cannon and can
fire unguided rockets, but not
precision-guided munitions,
Eventually the EDHs will be
upgraded to T129B specificarion.

Starting in 2011, the first 27
T129 pilots were trained at the
ltalian Army training centre
Cenrro Addestrative Aviazione
dell'Esercito at Viterbo. ltaly,
which operates 60 A129C/
CBET Mangusta helicopters,
devised the training syllabus
for the Turkish pilots, after
whose graduation the training
was taken over by the main
contractor for the T129, TAL

Training on the type is now
conducted at Malatya, where
all the ATAK helicopters are
concentrated. Major Ahmet
Okur, an experienced 1129
instructor pilot, noted: “The
T129 is very different from the
A129 Mangusta. [It] is a third-
generation attack helicopter,
and irs electro-oprical systems
and diverse armament package
provide unique capabilities which
require many different skills from
the pilors.”




‘Due to the delay of the introduction of the T129in the attack helicopter role, three additional C»
AH-1W Super Cobra helicopters were delivered from USMC stocks in September2012.

Advanced helicopter traming Is
perfarmed by the Army Aviation
Schoof on the 5-704-280 Black
Howk. The Block Haowk has proven
Invaluable to the Turkish Army in the
woifity and tactical transport rales. A
number of focal self-defence upgrades
howe been incorporated into the fleet,
some of which have proved lifesavers
on recent combat operafions.  Since
1996 the Army Avigtion Command
- hos received 30 Eurocopter AS532UL
T N ;; LT Cougors. They serve in the meditm-
e e ou wEARTEL P ST transport role supporting local army
& . k- M S -

that a VIP umt will remain benind
with some direct reporung units
AlSo [akIng residence there.

US Marine Corps

inspired training

Inspired by the LS Marine Corps

(USMC]), the Army Aviation School

has adopted its doctrine to train

all pilots on both fixea-wing and
i L , Sa rotary aircraft. Al students <tart
T .= — L~ ' | with the fixed-wing course an

. the Cessng T1827 Turbo Skylane
oAl = o I Tk . L AL and, having graduated, move

ﬂ'ﬂﬁ.iu:re.rl, an airport taken over by 3 . on to the rotary section where

SR B L R L
| . i > i

e : ground units.  Turkey remmns the
LA Ml

2 . operotor of the largest fleet of UH-
oy — ; s TH/AB205 Huey helicopters in Europe.

el |

the Army from the Turkish Civil
Ayviation Authorities in 1998
wilh & huge ad|acent training
area. These will be used o
specific INSTUCTION SuUch as
fixed-wing basic training, special
operations, mountain training,
NVG training and tactical flying.

Maving the School's assets
to lsparta Is a manumental
task. All the flight instructors,
mechanics and support persannet
plds more than 50 fixed-wing
alrcraft and 100 hellcopters
need to be transferrea.

The new base will initially
accommodate around 450
students and other personnel
but the figure could rise to as
much as 1,200, Like GUvercinlik,
it-will ke commanded by a
brigadier general, indicating it
will become an Army Aviation
Regiment in its own nght

The 5th Maintenance
Centre Command (5 ABMEK);
which conducts depat-leve|
maintenance an all helicopter
and fixed-wing types In the
Army Aviation Cammand,
will stay at Guvercinhk as
regular maintenance will be
performed at Isparta by local
personnel, When depot-level
attention s needed, aircraft will
transfer back o Glvercin|il

As a result of the coup-attempt,
the Turkish government 1s
PLUTSLIRE 3 policy mave [
strategic air bases outof the
direct vincity of Ankara. There
are string indications that Akinc)
will anly be used by Turkish
Agrospace [ndustries and 141
Fllg, the hosting unit of the
Turkish Air Force for "Solo Turk'
as already moved o Konya.

If this is permanent, remains
to be seen, but plans to mowve
all remalning army assets
from Guivercinlik to Isparta are
emerging. 'With the Jandarma
Lnits moving from Guvercinlik

S

they fiy the AB206R and Huey,
Cnly when they successfully pass
the soto flight in the AB206R do
they learn to fiy heavier helicopter
Iypes, ypically the AB205 ana
LH-1H. Pilots are then selected
for fixed-wing or rotanswing
ROTary-wing piots move on fe
acdvanced helicopter traming on
the 5<70A- 28D Black Hawk and
AS5324L Cougar while fixed-wing
priots transition to the Cassna
T=424, Ced 21C and Beech 200.
Sarme rotary fHlots with
spedfic abilities getthe charce
o operate (Super) Cobra and
T129 ATAK attack hellcopters

Modernisation
The Turkish Army has, in the past
few years, been modernised and
standardised. Under the Helimod
land Helimod Il programmes,
the Huey, Cougar and Black
Hawk fleets have been Upgracen
and a number of older types
replaced by newer ajrcraft

The Cessna WU-17B and Cessna
T=410 fieet was replaced by
CeT182T Skylanes, 46 of which
were delivered between March
2009 and August 2010, Bell
OH-588s were withdrawn from
use, leaying only the Bell 206R In
the basic hellcopter training role.o

Air Order of Battle Kara Havacilik Komutanhgi- Army Aviation Command

1nci Kara Havacilik Alay Komutanligi - Ankara-Glvercinlik
Irci Helicopter Taburu

Tnci Balirk ASSIZUL. UH-1H, AB205
Znci Ballik LIH-1H, AB205

2hcy Boluk CH-47F

2nci Hiacum Helikopter Taburu Komutanlig

1nci ‘Panter’ Filo 5-70A-28D, UH-TH, AB205
Inci Taarruz Helikopter Taburd

Inci Filo AH-1P

2nci Filo AH-1P

3ncll ‘Kurt” Filo AH-TW

COrta Genel Maksat Hucum Helikopter Taburu

xngi Filo 5-70A-28D

Karagahve Kh. Bolugi CeT182T

Arama ve Kurtarma Kolu 5-70A-ZEOSAR

Hava Uiastirma Grup Komutanhg Beaech B200, AB205 UH-1H,

JASSIZUL
Kara Havacililke Okul Kamutanlig
Kurslar Tabur Kemutanhg)
Sabit Kanat Ucus Egitim Kurulu CeT1B2T, T-42A, Ced21B
Diner Kanat Ugus Egitim Kurulu ABZ06R; UH-1H, AB205
Ogretim Baskanhg) loan ¢/t from Academy

Simulatarle Licus Egitim Komutanhg) AS5324L, 5 70A-280 B T1.295m
snci Ana Bakim Merkezi Komutanhi Depot maintenance for fixed-
wing and helicopters

Znci Kara Havacilik Alay Komutanligr - Malatya-Tulga
1nci Hucurm Helikopter Taburu Komutaniig

sl Flo S-7UA-ZBD, ASS3ZAL
2nci Taarruz Helikopter Bolugu 'Simsek Filo®

snoi Yolkan' Filo T1294

#nci 'Kobra' Filo AH-1F

Insanli Kesif Licagi Beach 350 ([ease)
Karagah ve Kh, Bilugu CeTTE2T

Arama ve Kurtarma Kolu S-T0A-ZBDSAR

(GE: Beech, 5-70, Huey, AH-1, mo CeT182T, no Cougar)

3nci Kara Havacilik Alay Komutanhg - lzmir-Gaziemir

1 Helicopter Taburu

Inci Bolik ASSIZUL

2nci Baoldk UH-1H, AB205

1 Taamuz Helikopter Taburw/ 1 Filo Det
Karagahve Kh. Boligd
Arama yve Kurtarma Kolu

AH-1P
CeT182T
5-T0A-28DSAR

4nci Kara Havacilik Alay Komutanhg: - Istanbul-Samandira

1 Helicopter Taburu

Tnci Boluk

2nch BolGk

Karagah ve Kh. Bollgo

Arama ve Kurtarma Kolu
Diyarbakir Helifield

rci Kelordu Hava Taburu ‘Bilge’
Tnci Balik

Taarruz Helkopter Tabury

xnci Filo Det.

Ankara Etimesgut

Ozel Hava Grup Komutanligi
Temelli (Ulucan Airfield)

FOB for Ankara Guvercinlik

lker Karter/Pinarbasi (Cyprus)
Tirk Baris Kuwetleri Havacilik Birlik Komutaniig
3nct KHAK Det "Baris Filg'
Kesan, Edirne

N Kara Hava Grup Komuitan!if
Tnck Bolik

¥nci Boluk

Batman

ASHIZAL
UH-1H/AB205
CeT182T
L-T0A-2BDSAR
ASEIZUL, 5-70A-2BD

AH-1PAH-1W

5-70A-28D, CH-47F, CN235M

AS532UL; UH-1H, AB205

LIH-TH, AB205
Bayraktar TB2 UAV

T4nca Insansiz Ugak Sisternlert Us Komutanhg (TurAF facility)

xngl BAlOk

Elazig

Westel LAV unit

Bodrum Askeri Ozel Egitim Merkezi
Egitim ve Tatbikat Merkezi Komutanhig
tnci Bolik

Ispartassileyman Demirel

Bayraktar TB2 UAV

Karayel L&y

UH-TH,-AB205, 5-70A-28D

The Kara Havacilik Okul Komutanhg@ will move here from Guvercinlik in late 2016.

MNotes: Underlined is unconfirmed, ¥ denotes unknown Translations: Ana Bakim Merkezi Komutanlign (ABME) = Main Maintenance Centre Command, Arama ve Kurtarma
Kolu = Search and Resoue Fight, Doner Kanat Ugus Efiom Kunslu = Rotans-wing Flight Training Course, Egitim ve Tathikat Merkezi Komutanhgi = Training and Exercise Centre
Command, Hava Araclari Ana Depo ve Fabrika Komutanhg = Main Aircraft Depot and Factory Command, Hicum Helikopter Taburu = Assault Helicopter Battalion, Insanli
Kesif Ucagi (IKU) = Manned Reconnaissance Alrcraft, Insansiz Hava Arac (IHA) = Unmanned Air Vehicle (LIAV), Insansz Licak Sistemberi Us Kormutanhg = Unmanned Aircraft
Systems Base Command, Kara Havaciik Okul Komutanti = Army Aviation Schood Command, Kara Havacilik Alay Komutanhg = Army Aviation Regiment Command, Kara
Havacilik Grup Komutanig = Army Aviation Group Command, Karagah ve Karagah Hizmet Ballgl = Headguarters and Headguarters-Service Company, Karagah ve Karagah
Bolligil = Headquarters and Headquarters-Support Cornpany, Kibns Tark Bang Kuvwetlen Havacilik Birlik Kormutanligi = Cyprus Turkish Peace Corps Aviation Unit Kolordu
Hava Taburu = Alr Corps Battalion Kursiar Tabur Komutanhg = Course Battalion Command, Milli istinbarat Teskilat = National Intefligence Agency, Orta Genel Maksat

Huicum Hellkopter Taburu = Medium General-Purpose Attack Helicopter Battation, Ogretim Baskanlisi = Department of Education/Instructor Pilot School, Ozel Egitim Merkezi
= Special Education Centre Ozel, Hava Grup Komutanlg = Spedal Air Group Command, Sinyal Istinbarat Baskanhfs = Signal Intelligence Directorate, Taarruz Helikopter

!

et e T R = e A =

Bolugl= Assault Helicopter Compary, Taarruz Hefikopter Tabunu = Assault Helicopter Battalion, Sabit Kanat Uigak Ugus Egitim Kurubu = Fixed-Wing Flight Training Course,
Hawva Lilastirma Grup Komutankf= Air Transport Group Command, Simulatorle Ugus Egitim Komutanligi= Simulators Flight Training Command, Hierarchy: Ordu = Army,
Kolordu = Corps, Turmen = Division, Tugay = Brigade, Alay = Regiment, Tabur = Battzlion, Bolik/Filo = Company/Squadron

te Aydin, this wouid leaye the
airfield empty but, Itis rumourad

&
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Due to the delay of the
introduction of the T129 in the
attack helicopter role, three
additional AH-1W Super Cobra
helicopters were delivered from

LISMC stocks in September 201 2.
In june, this year, the first CH-47F

Chinook heavy-lift helicopter
arrived in Turkey, intreducing a
new capability for the Army.
Meanwhile organisational
levels changes included the
Ozel Hava Grup Komutanhg, or
Army Special Forces Command.
moving from Guvercinlik to
Etimesgut, where it's now
located next to the Turkish
Mational intelligence Agency
(Milli Istihbarat Teskilati or MIT).
Under the Turkish Utility
Helicopter Programme (TUHP)
formalised in early june, the
Army will receive 20 utility (UHY/
SAR-configured 5-70i helicopters,
designated T70, plus 11 for
the Special Forces in the SAR/S
CSAR configuration, The first
prototype of the T-70/5-70i
for the Turkish Armmy built by
Sikorsky's Polish subsidiary,
PZL Mielec, made its first flight
on june 22. Over the next two
years, PZL will manufacture the
first five cabin structures, which
TAl will assembile to become the
first five T-70s. The remaining
helicopters will be produced
under licence by TAl and Turkish
defence company ASELSAN
(Askeri Elektronik Sanayi, or
Military Electronic Industries).
The TUHP contract covers
the production and delivery
of 300 T70s (109 firm orders
and 191 options) to six Turkish
military and gavernment
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Above: Turkish Defence-Technology company HAVELSAN built o number of
simulators for the Turkish Army. Flight Training Command ot Givercinlik
operates severol simulotors: two for 5-704-2805AR Block Howks and one
providing AS532UL Cougor instruction. A third, used in T1298 ATAK training,
is currently in the final phase of production. Below: In 2012, the Turkish
Army received three ex-US Marine Corps AH-1W helicopters as ottrition
replacements. At least four were lost during service life on: May 18, 1997

February 23, 2003; February, 24 2008 and most recently on May 13 this year.
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agencies. Thirty are for the
Gendarmerie (Jandarma Genel
Komutanhgl) in SAR/CSAR Armed
Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH)
UH configuration while 20 UH/
SAR T-70s will go to the Turkish
Army Aviation Command (Turk
Kara Havacilik Komutanhgr).

The General Directorate
of Security (Emniyet Genel
MOdOrlig) will receive 20
UH versions - to be flown by
the MNational Police - and the
Ministry of Forest and Water
Management (Orman ve Su isleri
Bakanhi@) will take another 20
equipped for fire-fighting duties.

The Special Air Group Command
(Ozel Hava Grup Komutanhgi)
will take on 11 and the Turkish
Air Force (Turk Hava Kuwvetleri)
will get six SAR/CSAR versions.
A pair of T-70 ELINT/SIGINT
versians will meanwhile go the
Golbasi Command unit of the
Mational Intelligence Agency/
Signal Intelligence Directorate
(Milli Istihbarat Teskilaty
Sinyal Istinbarat Baskanligi).

Unmanned capabilities
The Turkish Army adopted
unmanned air vehicle (LIAV)
technology when it was still in
early development. As far back
as the early 1950s, it acquired six
General Atomics GNAT 750 UAVs,
which mainly operated in eastern
Turkey against Kurdish separatists.

The GMAT 750 was supplemented
by the more advanced and
capable |-GMNAT, of which 16 were
delivered from 2000 onwards.
They were retired in early 20005
and handed over to TAl

Despite the success of the -GNAT,2
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“The moving map system and the multifunctional displays help the pilots to C»
navigate through congested areas.”

Ik

Beech 55 Baron /
T-42A Cochise
Five T=2A Cochise ancraft,
delivered Uinder a US Foreign
Military Sale (FMS) order in
1971, still serve ar Gavercinlik a5
irstrument tramers.  They SpOoTT
awhite colour sclysme siikar th
the Beech B200s and some have a
shark mouth paintéd on the niose:
Their prmary role s to aoguaint
pilots destined for the Cessna 4218
o Beech 200 accuamted] with muli
engme-awoatt, They are ovwned
and operated by the Army AViation
School and, despite their age, me
expected] [0 pesian i servioe uarl At
least 201 8.

Beech B200 King Air /
Beech 350 Super King Air
Five nwin-engined Beech B200
King Airs delivered between
1991 and 1992 ate used for
VIP ransportation and ligison)
dufies. T ex Army Harira Genel
Komurtanhg (General Mapping
Command) examiples were
transferred to the Milli Savunma
Bakanher (Minsoy of Detence)
arouind 2011 afrer mapping
activities were poivahised. The King
|"|I.“:"| Rt I|'l|-|.' PETTEALTS TG
Frve Beech 350 Super King Aus
are leased under a $70m conmact
covenng 2,000 Hying howurs, signed
- May 2012 They sill cary LS
covilian repistrations and are n A
cuasi-clvilian very, Ina their pacpose
i very clean siice they are registered
wrnher’ the BAA with LIS Special
Operations Cominand as the owner,
Irs likely they are operated by
the Ary — by thewair called
lusanli Kesih Ueagi (Manned

Recommassanee Areralt) — from
Malarya. bur mught also be fiving

This Cessna T-42A4 was delivered an October 26, 1971 under o Forelgn
Military Sales programme a5 71-21056. Despite its age it looks immaculate,
which does credit te the maintoiners of the Turkish Army Aviation Command,

The Golden Eagles now serve in the mufti-engine training rofe, and
were delivered to the Air Transpeort Group Command in 1375,

1 2 B
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tor the National Tntelligence
Drrgamsation or WL

The King Airs are providing
manned surveillance tor borde
protectionand the fight against
terronsts i southeast lorkey After
the failed attempr, moce than 30
oo fed from Mamiars 1o hud
it the torests and mowtains. A
massive search by Commandos
ad special opetations troops was
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CcOAuCTEd 10 e region For more
than a week. The alicralt provided
stppRorT tor these operations 24/7
Dperating from Malatya, they
Hew approxumately two howms to
Marmaris, ocbiting in the search
ared before retiming 1o Malatya to
be repliveed by the next aiccraf
Since 2012, all signal imelhigence
[SIGINT), electronie mrelligenoes
(ELINT) and commmunications

. The latest addition to the fixed-wing fleet of the Army Aviation
School is the Cessno T182T Skyfane. Featuring o digital cockpit and the

Garmin 1000 system, it is well equipped for training pilots.

Fram 19497

onwords, the Turkish Armed Forces received seven Beech B200 twin-engine
aircraft. Two are operoted by Mill Savonma Bokanlig! (Ministry of Defence),
four are operated by the Army while one troshed [n 1992
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itelligence (COMINT) activities
Liave been consolidated under . the
MIT department Sinval Istibhbarat
Baskanhg (Signal Tntelligence
Directorate), run by cnalians.

The consohdarion of mrelliwence
gathering services inder one
nghtly controlled entity such as the
MIT, as well as the gvilianisation
of thvese services, will contribite to

|'ll‘[ [ conil H'l II_'I.' rl]'l" El]'-."l.‘l TR Rt

Cessna 421B

Golden Eagle

Thiee Cessna $218s delivered

m 1975 were ariginally nsed: foo
VIP and linison duries bur, afte
the delivery af the King Ars,
started operating as advaiced
orilb-etgiie oaining platfon
The Ay Aviation Schuul (oW
operates them as advanced
mudn-engine wamers and students
graduaring on the T42A move on
ta the Golden Eagle beiore the
Beaech B0

Cessna T182T
Turbo Skylane
Adl Tarkish Avmy regumients have
a mumnber of Tucha Skylanes i
their invenrory, serving both asg
trainers and m the laison rale. In
total. the Armiy operates 45 {one
has crashed) CeT1B2Ts: they were
delivered between Decemiber
2009 :nd Augast 2010, afmer
which the remaining U 17Bs and
T-41 D% were withdrawn [rom use

All featine a glass cockpit-and
hawe the Garmmn TO00 glass
Hight deck system mstalled
They are also tited with Mode- S
transponders for ILS approaches.
The Gamnt egiuptnent prepares
studlents for the glass cockg
configaraticas they will encountes
o1 othel TYpES P ated oy the
Tirkish Ay

Diring the mitial course, the
pilots total aronnd 25 flving
howrs, Alter alinal check rude,
they fly up o' 3 hours solo before
moving on o the multi-engine
T-42A

B7




